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                            NAME:  Hubert Towsey 

         BIRTH DETAILS:  1st May 1861  Henley-upon-Thames 

        DEATH DETAILS:  unknown 

                  CHART REF:  Towsey Chart  B1 

MARRIAGE DETAILS:  1895  Sydney,  Australia 

                          SPOUSE:  Margaret Mounser 

 

 

 Apart from his appearance at home in Henley on the April 1871 census, aged ten, and 

the photo taken in 1878, after the family had moved to Deal, the first that we hear of Hubert 

Towsey, is nine years later when, with his elder brother, Arthur John and family, he boarded the 

Trevelyan, at the East India Docks, on 

February 7
th
, 1880.  

 The ship was towed by steam 

tug down to Gravesend, in the 

Thames Estuary, where a consignment of gunpowder was 

loaded. This of course, had to be done away from populated 

areas, just in case a stray spark were to accelerate the ship’s 

passage to New Zealand, via the moon, in millions of tiny 

pieces. On the following day, the ship was towed closer to the 

mouth of the Thames, where she lay at anchor for two days, 

awaiting favourable winds. 

 Hubert was yet another musician in the family. He 

seems to have been educated in England. He might also have also studied in Germany, but it was not publicized. 

 Hubert apparently spent his first 17 months in New Zealand with his brother, Arthur, continuing his musical 

studies, or so it was reported. This would no doubt be true, but would also have been mentioned so as to enhance 

Hubert's stature as a musician. There are a number of occasions where we see advertisements for music teachers in 

New Zealand, where they mention that they studied under Arthur Towsey. 
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 Hubert then moved up to Gisborne, which is on the east coast of the North Island, just down from the eastern 

point of the country. An announcement in the Gisborne newspaper in October 1881 stated: “We understand that Mr. 

Hubert Towsey, who arrived here by the Rotorua from Dunedin, intends to start as a teacher of pianoforte and 

singing. From the fact he holds first-class testimonials 

from masters in England and has been studying with 

his brother, Mr. Arthur Towsey in Dunedin since he 

arrived in the colony, (whose name is sufficiently well 

known to commend any pupil of his), we trust that Mr. 

H. Towsey will soon have a sufficient number of 

pupils, and have no cause to regret coming here 

amongst us.” 
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 Hubert went to 

Gisborne as organist at the 

Holy Trinity Church. Perhaps 

he arranged this posting 

himself, or maybe his name 

was put forward by Arthur, or 

even by Arthur’s nephew, 

Edward F Ward. (You can read 

about various members of the 

Ward family in several Towsey 

Tales and on Towsey Chart 

B5). 

 Several months later, 

we see that Hubert is well 

established in the musical life 

of Gisborne. The fact that the 

advertisement for the Choral 

Society states that it is their 

first concert, indicates that it 

must have been established by 

Hubert. All of the following 

newspaper entries are from 

February, 1882. 
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There is an 

interesting reference 

to Hubert Towsey in 

the society column in 

May 1882, where the 

columnist is making 

witty comments about 

the guests at a 

wedding: “Towsey 

wore a stovepipe hat 

at least three inches 

taller than any other 

man at the wedding. 

He was the beau of 
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the ball, dear boys!” 

An advertisement for a concert in September 1882 and the review of another concert in October, show that 

Hubert Towsey’s musical life in Gisborne was a success. But, as we saw with his brother, Edward, such popularity did not 

automatically translate into pounds, shillings and pence. 

In November of 1882, we see that perhaps Hubert Towsey is not doing as well financially in Gisborne as he might 

have hoped. 

We see that Cecil Ward appeared in court to back Hubert’s story of having sold the horse. 

 Being an article clerk in his brother’s law firm, Cecil 

would have known all about this, as Joseph Creswell was 

also an article clerk for Edward Ward. 

 You will notice that Hubert, probably following the 

example of his respected brother, is also calling himself a 

“Professor of Music”.  

Whilst Arthur could justifiably adopt such a title, it 

must be stretching credibility for Hubert, at just 21 years of 

age, to also be making such a claim. 

 Twelve days after this court case, Hubert is 

mentioned as providing merry entertainment at a social 

gathering at the end of a day’s horse racing. After that there 

are no more references to Hubert in Gisborne. 

 Seventeen months later, we see him appearing with 

“Madam Vesta Amor’s Operetta Company” in Thames, near 

Auckland. 

 The first part of the programme consisted of a 

dozen songs, duets, serenades and ballads, with Hubert 

singing “The Tar’s Farewell” and “Thou Art So Near.” The 

second half of the programme was “Offenbach’s Sparkling 

Comic Opera in one act; ‘The Lily of Normandy’”. 

 I have found no further references to Hubert 

Towsey in New Zealand at that time. The next we hear of 

him is ten years later, in Sydney, where he was a judge at 

the Sydney Eisteddfodd. 

 The last reference to Hubert Towsey that I have 

found so far, in Australia, is to his wedding, in New South 

Wales, in 1895, to Margaret Mounser. 

 The final reference that I have found to Hubert, 

anywhere, is of owning a racehorse, in 1896, back in New 

Zealand. 

 There are no records of births for any children to 

Hubert, in the Antipodes or back in Britain and no death 
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records or electoral registrations for Hubert or his wife. 

 It is possible that Hubert and Margaret sailed across the Pacific to America, where records were not always well 

kept at that time. 

 Taking the various pieces of evidence together, we start to form a picture of Hubert Towsey as no better at 

financial management than his brother, Edward, but perhaps without quite as reserved a personality. 

 The report of his wearing the tallest stovepipe hat at a wedding probably demonstrates no more than youthful 

gregariousness, but his later inappropriate voicing of his opinion at the Sydney Eisteddfodd, together with his brash claim 

in court that he was a Professor of Music, tends to signal a personality that is not just outgoing, but perhaps a little 

haughty and lacking in mature judgement. 
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